Covenant Partnership 

between St Oswald’s Anglican Church within the Kidderminster Parish Church Team and Broadwaters Methodist Church within the Kidderminster and Stourport Methodist Circuit
It is our purpose in this document to set out how far we have come and state our intention to move into the future as we increasingly work together for the furthering of God’s Kingdom in Broadwaters, as the Holy Spirit leads us into a closer unity of purpose and witness.
As members of St Oswald’s Anglican Church within the Kidderminster Parish Church Team and Broadwaters Methodist Church within the Kidderminster and Stourport Methodist Circuit we covenant together in God’s service. 

We confess our Faith in One God,


the Father, Creator,


the Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour,


the Holy Spirit, 


guiding His Church, the Body of Christ, into all truth.

We recognise under God the brokenness caused by our past histories and present attitudes.
We rejoice in the riches of the traditions we have inherited and seek to share them more fully with one another in the unity which is the will and gift of God as we leave the past behind and move to a new future.

We seek a deepening of our communion with Christ and with one another.
To this end we shall work towards a commonality of purpose as we worship, bear witness and together serve the community of Broadwaters through a sharing of resources and ministry in a Local Ecumenical Partnership. Whilst recognising and accepting our differences and valuing each others traditions we shall endeavour to move on in mutual recognition of those traditions and each other’s gifts for the furtherance of God’s kingdom.

The sponsoring body of the partnership, to which we will be accountable and look for support and oversight, shall be Churches Together in Worcestershire. 

We recognise formally those aspects of church life in which we already share together:

· United Services:

· An annual Covenant service at the beginning of January

· On the Sunday of week of prayer for Christian Unity, 

· Harvest Festival, 


· Carol service. 


· At some point over Holy Week/Easter

· An annual Songs of Praise type service during the summer

· Other united services as appropriate and mutually agreed.

· Joint Lent study group

· Monthly study group

We further covenant:

1. That building on the acceptance of those who normally receive communion in one church being free to receive it in the other we shall hold united services of Holy Communion in either church when desired by the DCC and Methodist Church Council.
2. Baptism shall be administered according to the practice of the church where the service is taking place. Each church shall maintain its own register of baptisms. 

3. Where appropriate preparation for confirmation shall be undertaken jointly, however, it is recognised that candidates for confirmation at St Oswald’s usually join with parish groups. Where appropriate Confirmation and Reception into Church Membership shall be administered as a joint act of worship according to a rite authorised by the Sponsoring Body. Under such circumstances those received into membership shall be members of both denominations. A separate list of members shall be kept for each denomination with joint members on both lists.

4. To develop a mutual system of care and pastoral support which in time will grow to offer support to the community contacted through rites of passage or other means.

5. To develop a variety of ways of worshipping together, including pulpit exchanges, interchangeable Eucharistic ministry and interchangeable ministry of readers and local preachers.
6. To explore and initiate some form of community project

7. Ministers shall be invited/appointed in accordance with the practice of the appointing denomination. However, recognising the importance of continuity, those responsible for the appointment of ministers shall select persons who shall promote the development of this covenant. To this end where an appointment is to be made in one church, the other church shall be given due consideration, be involved in any consultation and given an advisory role in the appointment.
8. Within this Local Ecumenical Partnership each partner church shall continue to be responsible for its own administration, organisation and finance. The expense of activities organised jointly shall be met by churches equally. The District Parochial Council and Methodist Church Council shall continue to meet as necessary and each church shall maintain a proper relationship to the appropriate local and regional denominational bodies.
9. A Joint Leadership group of representatives from each church shall be appointed to fulfil and develop this agreement. This group shall consist of the Rector and the Superintendent Minister or the ministers with pastoral oversight of the churches, whichever is the more appropriate at any particular time, plus two members of each church to be appointed by the relative church council.
10. Clergy and ministers shall meet together regularly for prayer and discussion.

11. This covenant shall be regularly reviewed in line with guidelines and requirements of Local Ecumenical Partnerships. The sponsoring body shall ensure that every seven years or sooner it shall be evaluated with reference to its objectives.
12. This Covenant can only be terminated with the approval of the appropriate denominational authorities and the sponsoring body.

13. Amendments shall be made by a Special General Meeting called for that purpose and shall only be made with the approval of the appropriate denominational authorities and the sponsoring body.

14. We look to a time when we may worship together as a United Church.
Signed by:
Local Ministers
Rector

Circuit Superintendent
Two lay representatives of each partner church

Denomination representatives of each Sponsoring Body
