Local Ecumenical Partnership Celebrates its 1st Anniversary

For years the members of Broadwaters Methodist Church and St Oswald’s have been growing closer together, sharing in services and each other’s social events, for years they talked about making their informal relationship more formal and just like a couple who have grown ever closer together in love and friendship they made it legal on 14th January last year!

A marriage in our western culture is the confirmation and affirmation of a relationship that already exists, and as such the signing of an LEP covenant cannot make two churches draw closer together but must be the outcome of a relationship that already is. Many times as we went through the process of drafting the covenant document and planning the signing service I made the analogy that it was like a wedding. We even had a cake for the Bishop and Chair of District to cut at the signing service! Imagine my surprise then to see just how much this relationship between Methodists and Anglicans in Broadwaters has grown and developed over the last year. Maybe there is a lesson here for any who think a legal, formal ceremony isn’t necessary – whether between a couple or a couple or more churches – who knows?! Suffice it to say our churches have grown even closer – some would say it is hard to see the join!

This is in no small way due to Rose’s arrival. Her appointment coming just after the signing of the covenant last year was a true new beginning and we have been able to work very closely together over the last year. The covenant document requires that the clergy meet together and pray together – coffee in Nero’s coffee shop sorts out the former and our sharing together in Morning Prayer each week day the latter (we do allow Owain to be part of that too!)

Within the LEP we continue to worship together many times a year, sharing together at times of major festivals, joining in each other’s Harvest services, Songs of Praise in the park and for the new Connect 2 study group meeting monthly as well as weekly in Lent. As the LEP we have become more involved in St Oswald’s school with three of us – Rose, myself and Brian Murkett - being foundation governors of the new primary school. Rose and I are now responsible for Friday assemblies at the school and have shared in Easter and Christmas worship with them. As a way of increasing these relationships we are planning for our united Mothering Sunday service to take place at St Oswald’s school during the afternoon to which the children and their families will be invited.
Our LEP Covenant relationship has enabled Owain and Rose to become associate Methodist Ministers approved by the Methodist Conference and about four times a year they join with our Methodist Circuit staff meeting. The Covenant enables more sharing of ministry and opens the way for us to take services in each others churches as well as offering opportunities for Methodist local (lay) preachers to take non Eucharistic services in the parish and vice versa. We hope in the coming year to do more joint planning of services across the parish and circuit.

As we celebrate our first anniversary with a party on 25th January we can reflect that the past year has brought us a long way. We live in exciting times, our Covenant document states that we look forward to the time when we will be one church and so we look to the future with confidence and hope.

Mary Austin 

